
Commodore’s Comments #19 
Weekend of July 18, 2020

By J. Patrick McGann

So much space, so little to say...
 Birch Lake gave us another 
wonderful weekend to enjoy and to 

make memories.  Have you seen the 
Comet yet?  It will be closest to the 
earth in two weeks, and won’t be back 
again in our neighborhood for another 
7,000 years.  How do they know that?  
That math is way beyond me but it is 
incredible that astrophysicists can deter-
mine that.  
 Beautiful winds for sailing on 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. 
Unfortunately, little wind Sunday morn-
ing made it so we couldn’t race.
 I did not have any ideas of what I 
was going to write about this week. So, I 
asked some other lakers I was playing 
golf with what they wanted me to say.  
Bud Hall wanted me to say, what a 
wonderful group of people we have here 
on Birch and how much he enjoyed the 
enthusiasm the people had on their 

piers and decks waving and shouting 
their approval as we went around the 
lake during the  2020 best ever boat 
parade.
 Cover’s:  Jim Limes and Marc 
Caenepeel thought we should pick out a 
date and time that we all meet out on 
the lake and chase all the geese away off 
our lake.  I don’t think that is legal boys.  
Plus your BLYC and BLHOA is looking 
into the geese situation.  More info to 
follow on this subject.
 This is the time of year we turn our 
attention to the annual Ladies and 
Men’s golf outings.  So please sign up 
ASAP for the same fun just like we had 
last year.  Sign up forms and more info 
for both of these events are here in this 
Barker and the men’s is also online at 
our website: mensgolf.birchlakeyacht-
club.com.  
 Enjoy the rest of the weekend and 
please stay safe.
 LOVE THE LAKE!
 ~ JPM, Commodore
 
Goose Control Survey
 Birch Lake has seen an increase in 
geese on the lake in recent years (5 fam-
ilies, approximately 25 geese). Some 
homeowners have experienced negative 

effects, such as aggressive geese, feces 
on piers and in yards, and other damage 
to their properties.
 Natural control and deterrence 
methods include planting tall grasses 
and plants at the water’s edge (although 
the lack of these grasses and plants on 
neighboring properties reduces the bene-
fit of this approach), minimizing lawn 
areas, or scaring away geese. These 

July 25 - Reid Francis Memorial Invitational 
Regatta, Diamond Lake POSTPONED
JULY 31 - NEW DATE FOR 
  MEN’S GOLF OUTING, 1:30 
   pm shotgun start @ Pineview golf course, 
    dinner to follow, see article Page 3
August 1 - Corn & Sausage Roast, 
  CANCELED
August 1 - HOMEOWNERS Annual 
    meeting, following BLYC board meeting
BLYC Board of Directors’ Meetings, 
9 am, July 11,  August 1, September 5

To rent the BLYC building contact Sandy 
Vitale at 269-476-1680 or 269-858-8184.

Hot summer weather at Birch Lake means a lot of people using the water in a lot of different ways ...
 photo by Mr. Bob King (north side)
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The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me or put the items in the stone 
mailbox at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  DEADLINE for any issue is Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.

To contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680.  To contact Commodore Pat McGann, call  574-532-5377 or email pat@mcgannhay.com.



— Birch Lake Notes —

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

have been moderately successful in some 
areas of the lake, while other residents 
report continued issues.
 In response to requests from the 
community, the Birch Lake Yacht Club 
and Homeowners Association have 
researched solutions. One of these solu-
tions involves rounding up geese into 
cages and relocating them (a method 
used by Diamond Lake, Shavehead 
Lake, and others). Some geese may not 
survive this process. The effectiveness is 
not guaranteed as some geese may not 
be found while others may still return 
after being relocated. Based on similar 
efforts, 80% of adults annually may 
return and new geese may come to Birch 
at any time.
 If we decide to pursue the goose 
removal option, we will need to begin 
working toward a permit this fall. This 
process will likely cost $10,000 over 
the first five years (with ongoing 
costs as well). Before taking any fur-
ther action, the Birch Lake Yacht Club 
and Homeowners Association would like 
to gather input from the community.
 One survey response will be accept-
ed per household. This survey will 
remain available until the end of day 
Monday, July 27.
 Take the survey online at bitly.
com/blycgoosesurvey or fill out the 

form on page 10 of this week’s Barker 
and mail or give it to BLYC Commodore 
Pat McGann at 63164 Birch Rd., 
Vandalia, MI 49095 or BLYC Vice 
Commodore Dan Waxman at  63590 
Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095
 If you have any questions or want to 
share additional feedback, please contact 
Dan Waxman at dwaxman@versiti.org 
or 317-506-1680.

5 Lake regatta postponed a year
 Due to increasing health concerns, 

the Reid Francis Memorial MC 5-Lake 
Invitational Regatta has been postponed 
until July 24, 2021. Sailors who have 
registered already will be contacted 
directly.

Men’s golf outing date changed
 We have changed the date for the 
annual Birch Lake Mens Golf Outing to 
Friday July 31.  Otherwise, it will be the 
same as our very successful outing last 
year.  Golf will start with a 1:30 pm 
shotgun start, prime rib socially dis-

Just a 
phone 

call 
away



— Birch Lake Notes —
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69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Normally Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

Carry Outs available

PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES
CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

tanced dinner following.  Let me know who is your Captain 
and the other three in the foursome?.  Go to the BLYC store 
at:  store.birchlakeyatchclub.com before July 26.  Cost for 
cart and dinner is $65/golfer.

~JPM

Plastic lids
 Hi Birch Lakers.  I’m asking for a favor. If you could save 
your plastic lids, I would really appreciate it. A friend of mine 
knows a family who is collecting them to make a friendship 
bench in honor of their father who passed away. They can be 
milk jug lids, salad dressing,  ketchup and mustard,  water 
bottles, mayonnaise jars, prescription tops and containers, 
anything you empty that has a plastic lid. Just put them in a 
baggie and save them for me, please.  Thank you so much for 
your help!

~Bad Patty, east side.

The Birch Barker
 The Birch Barker is delivered to all homes on Birch Lake 
every weekend, and posted online at http://www.philvitale.
com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm.
 To submit items to the Birch Barker for potential publica-
tion, or to buy a display or classified ad, email your items to 
sailorphil@philvitale.com or onlinebarker@gmail.com, or mail 
them to Phil Vitale, 63174 Birch Rd. (east side), Vandalia, MI 
49095.
 Deadline is noon on the Tuesday prior to the weekend of 
publication.  Display ad prices and sizes can be seen at http://
www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm; classified ads 
are free for members, and $5 for non-members.
 Please note: the Birch Barker and the Birch Lake Yacht 
Club are not affiliated with ANY Facebook page.

Amount
raised
to date

to donate
for fireworks
or any other
BLYC function
or activity ...

use the form
in the back of 

this week’s
        Birch 

        Barker

Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND
Starting over for 2021!

$10,250GOAL

or contribute online at
http://BirchLakeYachtClub.com/

In 2020 we raised $14,208 for our $10,250 goal ... 
so we’ve now started over for 2021

$3958.00July 5, 2020

$4,813.00July 13, 2020



It must have been a Sunday because 
there was no wind! One of these 
Sundays there will be a perfect sail-

ing day, and we will go out and sail an 
over abundant number of races ... until 
you’re begging the committee boat to 
stop! 
 And now a little history or myth:
AIOLOS (Aeolus) was the divine keeper 
of the winds and king of the mythical, 
floating island of Aiolia (Aeolia). He kept 
the violent Storm-Winds locked safely 
away inside the cavernous interior of his 
isle, releasing them only at the com-

mand of greatest gods to wreak devasta-
tion upon the world.
 The hero Odysseus once visited 
Aiolos’ isle and was entrusted with a bag 
containing all of the Storm-Winds to 
ensure a safe voyage home. However, 
during the trip, the hero’s greedy com-
panions opened the bag in a search for 
gold and the escaping winds carried 
their ship all the way back to Aiolos’ 
shore.
 Sail on (and hope for wind!
 ~Fleet Captain Bill
 (and ghost writer BP)

Fleet Captain’s Corner

2020 Birch Lake Sailing Results
BLYC Season Standings to date

Date ....................................................3-Jul .................................Total .................Point ...............................Races ..................... Percentage
Race ...................................................... 7 ................................... Points ............Average ..........................Finished ........................Finished
MC Scow/Sailor ......................................................................................... Total MC Races=> ........................ 7 ...............................................
Scott Troeger  #1489 ............................. 2 ....................................10884 ................ 1555 ................................... 7 .....................................100%
Barb Cassady #2506 ............................ 1 ....................................10807 ................ 1544 ................................... 7 .....................................100%
Phil Vitale  #500 ..................................... 5 .....................................9745 ................. 1392 ................................... 7 .....................................100%
Bob King  #1199 .................................... 3 .....................................9591 ................. 1370 ................................... 7 .....................................100%
Jeff Smitley  #2002 ............................. DNS ..................................1369 ................. 1369 ................................... 1 .......................................14%
Pat McGann #1735 ............................ DNS ..................................6482 ................. 1296 ................................... 5 .......................................71%
Bill Luecht  #1579 .................................. 4 .....................................6368 ................. 1274 ................................... 4 .......................................57%
Pat Welch ........................................... DNS ..................................7007 ................. 1168 .................................... 6 .......................................86%
Sandy Vitale ........................................... 6 .....................................5719 ................. 1144 .................................... 5 .......................................71%
Amber Grundy .................................... DNS ..................................6538 ................. 1090 ................................... 6 .......................................86%

Date ....................................................3-Jul .................................Total .................Point ...............................Races ..................... Percentage
Race ...................................................... 7 ................................... Points ............Average ..........................Finished ........................Finished
Sunfish/Sailor ...........................................................................................  Total Sunfish Races=> ................. 7 ...............................................
Stewart Spratt ..................................... DNS ..................................6088 ................. 1522 ................................... 4 .......................................57%
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) ............ DNS ..................................8976 ................. 1496 ................................... 6 .......................................86%
Herb Cleveland ...................................... 3 ....................................10195 ................ 1456 ................................... 7 .....................................100%
Scott Temple ....................................... DNS ..................................4340 ................. 1447 ................................... 3 .......................................43%
Amy Troeger .......................................... 2 .....................................4334 ................. 1445 ................................... 3 .......................................43%
Peter Soldato ...................................... DNS ..................................2817 ................. 1409 ................................... 2 .......................................29%
Steve Frew............................................. 1 .....................................8167 ................. 1361 ................................... 5 .......................................71%
Bob Niezgodski ..................................... 4 .....................................9088 ................. 1298 ................................... 7 .....................................100%
Camille Butler ..................................... DNS ..................................3677 ................. 1226 ................................... 3 .......................................43%

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.
DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 
7th place); DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted
Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat 

2020

Must have been a Sunday



— Men’s Golf Outing —

269-445-8877

NOW IS A GREAT TIME 
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!
CALL

PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877 Paul@TheLakeLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!

Men’s golf outing registration
 The deadline to pay and register is Friday July 26 at noon online at mensgolf.
birchlakeyachtclub.com.  Fill out the form below and email/fax to pat@mcgannhay.
com, fax: 1-800-855-1765 or drop it off with your check at 63164 Birch Rd.  Call 574-
532-5377.

PLAYERS

1) Captain ____________________________________________________________________
Phone_______________________________
2) ___________________________________
3)___________________________________
4)________________________________________________________
COST:  $65p/p.  Deadline July 26, noon.
We paid online:  Circle   YES   or NO

My check(s) is included in the total amount of $__________
_____ Check here if you do not have a foursome so we will put you in a group.



Thou ShalT MiniMize The ef-
fecTS of WaveS
 Waves and wakes (man 

made waves) not only threaten 
smaller boats and swimmers but also 
tend to erode shorelines and scour 
nearby, and other shallow, lake 
bottoms. The maintenance and pro-
tection of all shorelines (preferably 
natural) is critically important and 
further discussed in another article.
 While we cannot control the 
waves made by God, we can hopeful-
ly limit some of the wave damages 
caused by us. Boat waves are deeper 
and have far more energy than sur-
face waves.
 When we stir up the lake bottom 
we free up and raise into the water 
column one of its most undesirable 
possessions – phosphorus – that 
was previously attached to decay-
ing organic material at the bottom.  
That newly suspended phosphorus 
enhances turbidity (makes the water 
more cloudy) and increases the phos-
phorus loading in the lake (which di-
rectly affects the growth of virtually 
all plants and other organisms in the 
lake).  Phosphorus is also further dis-
cussed in a different article. Stirring 
up the lake bottom can also cause 
the destruction of native aquatic 
plants by breaking them off at, or 
pulling them out by, their roots.
 So please refrain from making 
large waves and/or accelerating or 
going fast wherever your prop wash 
will result in disturbance of the lake 
bottom.  This applies to both shore-
line, and any other shallow, areas of 
the lake.
 Particularly when water levels 
are high (as they are somewhat 
now), consider trying to make no 
waves (wakes).  If you must make 
waves, please try to minimize their 
effect by limiting their height and 
keeping them to the center, deeper 

part of the lake.
 Always drive your power boat 
in a counter clockwise rotation, and 
constantly plot your course to assure 
you stay the required 100’  (Remind-
ing boaters that “You are responsible 
for your wake,” the Water Sports 
Industry Association recommends at 
least 200’) minimum from all shore-
lines and other objects (docks, rafts, 
swimmers, etc.) on the water, allow-
ing for where any upcoming craft 
may be headed and for each vessel’s 
towed skiers, tubes, etc. (which are 
typically 60’ – 75’ or more behind 
and/or along side of the boats towing 
them).

— Water Quality Report —

The “Six coMMandMenTS of 
Birch lake WaTer QualiTy”

I.    Thou shalt prevent the spread of 
  Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).
II.    Thou shalt minimize surface runoff.
III.   Thou shalt minimize the effects of waves.
IV.   Thou shalt protect and expand Natural 
   Shorelines.
V.   Thou shalt not allow phosphorus, nutrients, 
   and other undesirable chemical elements 
      to enter our lake.
VI.   Thou shalt remain informed and active 
      about other Water Quality issues

The commandment of the week is # 3

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.

1stsource.com  |  Member FDIC

Insurance products and annuities are not insured by the FDIC; are not 
deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve 
investment risk, including loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly 

owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

SUSIE TUCKER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana

Alex Ball   (son of John and Jennifer Ball, east side) and Briana Pletcher are set to be married in August. The venue may 
change from The Morris Estate to the end of the Ball pier! All up to the state of Michigan ... according to Bri, “There will be a 
wedding!”



— Barker Kids of the Week —

The Caenepeels (west side) and Halls(cove) enjoying a bit of fine dining before play-
ing trivia at Pub 60 Grille.

John Luecht (east side) has moved 
into Erskine Green Training Institute 
in Muncie. Soon there will be a great 
cook on Birch Lake!



   Kevin Wilson
    Magician

BIRTHDAYS
ANNIVERSARIES
COMPANY PICNICS
CONVENTIONS
PARTIES
AGE APPROPRIATE
ENTERTAINMENT

Kevin Wilson
574-234-9975

abracadabramagic.com
info@abracadabramagic.com

Kevin has 
mystified and 
entertained 

audiences of all 
ages with his 
sophisticated 

sorcery

An accounting practice serving 
southwestern Michigan for over 

60 years specializing in 
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business 
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager, 
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions, 

financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can 
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off 

the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for 

you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We’ll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

2056 Plaza Drive
Benton Harbor, MI 49022

269-926-2191

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Calvin and Everett Schlemmers are visiting their grandpar-
ents, Bernie and Blair Garceau (East side). Happy 8th birthday to Dezi Lacy as she enjoys her new bike!



— Goose Control Survey —
Birch Lake Goose Control Survey

Birch Lake has seen an increase in geese on the lake in recent years (5 families, approximately 25 geese). Some homeowners have 
experienced negative effects, such as aggressive geese, feces on piers and in yards, and other damage to their properties.
 Natural control and deterrence methods include planting tall grasses and plants at the water’s edge (although the lack of 
these grasses and plants on neighboring properties reduces the benefit of this approach), minimizing lawn areas, or scaring away 
geese. These have been moderately successful in some areas of the lake, while other residents report continued issues.
 In response to requests from the community, the Birch Lake Yacht Club and Homeowners Association have researched 
solutions. One of these solutions involves rounding up geese into cages and relocating them (a method used by Diamond Lake, 
Shavehead Lake, and others). Some geese may not survive this process. The effectiveness is not guaranteed as some geese may 
not be found while others may still return after being relocated. Based on similar efforts, 80% of adults annually may return and 
new geese may come to Birch at any time.
 If we decide to pursue the goose removal option, we will need to begin working toward a permit this fall. This process will 
likely cost $10,000 over the first five years (with ongoing costs as well). Before taking any further action, the Birch Lake Yacht 
Club and Homeowners Association would like to gather input from the community.
 One survey response will be accepted per household. This survey will remain available until the end of day Monday, July 27.
 If you have any questions or want to share additional feedback, please contact Dan Waxman at dwaxman@versiti.org or 317-
506-1680.

* Required

Name *________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address *______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone________________________________________________________Email address____________________________________________

How much have you been affected by the geese at Birch Lake? *

Not at all 1 2 3 Extremely negatively

In what ways have you been affected by the geese?

Would you support goose removal? *

Yes, and would financially support it

Yes, but not at a cost

Maybe, depending on cost

Maybe, depending on how they are removed

No, I am opposed

Other:
If yes, how much (in addition to your regular dues and contributions) would your household contribute to the expense of goose 
removal? (This is not a firm commitment but an expression of interest.)

__________________________________________________________

If you answered no, but the majority were in favor, would you seek to block the removal efforts?

_____Yes

______No

_____Maybe

Other Comments:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please complete this survey and mail or give it to BLYC Commodore Pat McGann at 63164 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095 or 
BLYC Vice Commodore Dan Waxman at  63590 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095

OR complete the survey online at bitly.com/blycgoosesurvey



Aries (March 21-April 19) - This week 
you continue to be focused on home, family and DIY 
projects or repairs. You might also be involved with a 
parent more than usual. Be careful about ego battles 
midweek. After all, you are coming on super strong 
now because your ruler fiery Mars is in your own 
sign where it will stay for the rest of year! The way 
you see it is you’re just acting normal. But from the 
point of view of others, you’re coming on like gang-
busters! Time to eat a little humble pie. Admit that 
you might be a tad aggressive. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Be careful 
because this is an accident-prone week for your 
sign. Of course, an accident doesn’t have to happen 
but what can easily happen is arguments and con-
flicts with siblings, relatives and neighbors (or any-
one else) about political, racial and religious issues 
are enough to throw off your good judgment. All it 
takes is an emotional distraction - three seconds - 
and you might be in a situation that you regret. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - This is a 
lovely week to buy wardrobe treasures for yourself. 
Timing is everything! Meanwhile, you are focused on 
cash flow, earnings and moneymaking ideas. You 
might also want to move forward with plans for 
something that you own because Nevertheless, mid-
week you might be in a power struggle with some-
one about shared property, wills, inheritances, taxes, 
debt or even about shared responsibilities. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - Your ideas 
and plans might be thwarted by a boss, teacher, par-
ent or someone in a position of authority, including 
the government. Meanwhile, back at the ranch, you 
will have power struggles with someone close to you 
midweek. Yikes! (This is obviously the time to send 
out for dark chocolate.) Fear not, this is still a strong, 
powerful time for you because the Sun is in your 
sign - and this happens only once a year. Be gra-
cious. Show noblesse oblige.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - It is still totally 
appropriate for you to play things low-key and stay 
behind the scenes. You are not yet ready to step out 
center stage! Enjoy schmoozing with friends and 
groups, because you will like this, especially if they 
are creative, artistic people. You will also welcome 
any chance to break free from your daily routine and 
do something different, perhaps travel or explore 
new places, especially places that offer you an 
experience of learning something new. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - This contin-
ues to be a popular time for you! Not only are you 
enjoying seeing others, especially younger people, 
this is the perfect time for you to set some goals for 
the future because that will keep you on track. 
Parents might have difficulty with their kids this 
week, especially midweek. Patience is your best 
friend to deal with this because anger serves no pur-
pose except to make everyone miserable. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Because the 
Sun is still at high noon in your chart, you look fabu-
lous to others, especially bosses, parents and VIPs. 
While you have this advantage, make your pitch! 
Ask and ye shall receive. Nevertheless, midweek 
you might find yourself at odds with a parent or boss 
or someone at home because you’re trying to make 
major changes. Expect resistance! 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - This is an 
accident-prone week for you so slow down and take 
it easy. Pay attention to everything you say and do. 
Guard against hasty impulses. Steer clear of argu-
ments with others, especially about controversial 
subjects because you are better off with a calmer 
mind. You can get more done with a calmer mind. 
You will be happier with a calmer mind. You will be 
more effective with a calmer mind. (You get the pic-
ture.) Fortunately, you have lots of energy to work, 
and others are generous to you. Favors from others 
plus gifts as well as the necessary equipment for a 
job will come your way. Major bonus!

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - 
Disputes about money, property or shared assets, 
banking, debt, wills or insurance issues might arise 
this week. It might even just be a showy argument 
that is a clash of wills? Fortunately, you will handle 
this with grace and aplomb because fair Venus is 
opposite your sign. Whatever you do, you will be 
more effective and more competent than usual! 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - This 
week certain things are coming to a climax now or 
reaching a point of culmination. And yes, you will 
encounter opposition from others, which makes it 
tougher to make everything work out right. 
Sometimes this kind of opposition can feel like a fail-
ure because things didn’t work out as you had 
planned. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - You’re still 
thinking about how you should manage your life. 
What duties and responsibilities are most important 
to you? You want to be organized. You want to be 
efficient. You want to be effective. In fact, you want 
to strive to make every action count so that you get 
the most bang for your buck! Having said that, you 
cannot deny that you have to work on behalf of 
someone else right now. Fortunately, romance, the 
arts and socializing are promising! 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - It’s play 
city for you! Accept all invitations to party. Enjoy 
romance, games, schmoozing, sports and fun activi-
ties with kids. Admittedly, lovers’ quarrels and prob-
lems with kids might take place midweek but your 
sensitive patience and finesse will help you do some 
damage control. Many of you will enjoy redecorating 
your digs and making where you live look more 
attractive. Some might even make money from their 
home or from a real-estate situation. (This makes 
sense because you’re pro-active about boosting 
your earnings now and will be for the rest of the 
year.) Your energy level is high. Examine what is not 
working and cut your losses. Prepare for a new start!

Your Horoscope

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.024
1.4 days before new moon

Sunrise: 06:22:18
Sunset: 21:14:27

Moonrise: 04:10:32
Moonset: 19:50:20

Daylight:  14 Hr 52 Min 09 Sec
Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Environmental Data

1.4 days before new moon



Birch Barker Funnies



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Bacon Cheddar Potato Salad
Loaded with bacon, cheddar cheese and ranch dress-

ing, this hearty side is destined to be a new family 
favorite.

Ingredients:
2 lbs. small red potatoes
4 slices bacon
2/3 cup ranch dressing
2 scallions, sliced
2 Tbs. chopped fresh parsley
½ cup shredded cheddar cheese

Directions:
 In pot, combine potatoes with enough salted water to 
cover.
 Bring to a boil over high heat. Reduce heat to me-
dium; cook until just tender, about 15 minutes. Drain, 
rinse under cold water.
 In large nonstick skillet, cook bacon over medium 
heat, flipping occasionally until crisp, 8-10 minutes. 
Drain on paper towels. Cool
 In bowl, combine ranch dressing, half of scallions, 
parsley and ¼ tsp Salt. Add potatoes and half of the 
cheese, toss until coated. Transfer to serving bowl. 
 Sprinkle top with crumbled bacon and remaining 
cheese and scallions.



We’re in the midst of our second 
session of overnight (out of 5), 
and this week is the biggest 

week we will have this summer, with 
around 75 overnight campers and 31 
(!) day campers. I am sure we’ve never 
had this many day campers in all the 
years I’ve been at Tannadoonah. Perhaps 
this year will lead to a larger day camp 
program in the future. Next week is much 
smaller, with just 57 overnight campers 
and 13 day campers. 
 This week I wanted to introduce you 
to the awesome leadership team that Mr. 
Adam has built this year at camp. With 
all of the challenges this year, we knew 
we had to have an especially strong team. 
This group has been amazing at rolling 
with all the changes, adapting, and most 

importantly helping the rest of the staff 
adjust and adapt.
 Mr. Adam is our new camp director, 
and I’ve already introduced him in the 
Barker. But to recap, he comes to Camp 
Tannadoonah with 4 years experience 
as the assistant camp director at Camp 
Blodgett (on the shores of Lake Michigan, 
west of Grand Rapids). Prior to transition-
ing to a full-time camp position, he was 
working at Gwinett Community College 
in Atlanta as an athletic trainer. He plans 
to continue to stay licensed as an athletic 
trainer here in Michigan. He is passionate 
about fitness, and has joined the Triple 
River Crossfit gym in Three Rivers. 
 This year’s Assistant Camp Director 
is Gabby Bittner. This is Miss Gabby’s 
6th summer on staff at Tannadoonah. 

She has been a 
kitchen assistant, 
cabin counselor, 
dance instructor, 
unit leader, and 
now Assistant 
Camp Director. 
Prior to joining 
the camp staff, 
she was a camper 
and a CIT (coun-
selor in training). 
Miss Gabby 
graduated from 
Purdue University 
with a major in 
Psychology, and 
minors in Human 

Development & Family Studies and Law 
& Society. She is from Granger, IN and 
graduated from Marian HS. She was a 
member of the dance team at Marian. 
 Our Head Counselor this summer is 
Liv Portolese. Miss Liv has been a part of 
the camp staff for three summers, and has 
been a kitchen assistant, cabin counselor, 
unit leader, and now head counselor. She 
attends Indiana University, where she is 
studying Human Resources Management 
and Law. Miss Liv was a camper at Tan-
nadoonah for 6 summers, and was one of 
the first campers to complete all 3 levels 
of our CIT program! She lives in Misha-
waka, IN and graduated from Marian HS, 
where she played varsity volleyball. 
 Grace Bartos is this year’s Wa-
terfront Director. This is her first year 
on the Tannadoonah staff, though she 
previously worked at her childhood camp 
as a lifeguard. Miss Grace is studying 
Outdoor and Environmental Recreation 
at Central Michigan University, and has 
been teaching our campers about invasive 
species at the waterfront whenever they 
find Zebra Mussels! Miss Grace says her 
favorite thing is to teach campers tree 
species identification and ecological sys-
tems. She also loves to sail, and came out 
with me to sail in the 4th of July Regatta, 
but unfortunately the race was canceled 
midway through and we had to swim our 
boat back across the lake! 
 We have a great staff this summer!

~Mrs. Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —
Leadership team at Camp this season



FOR SALE
For Sale: 14 ft. Starcraft boat with 
trailer and 1200 lb pwc lift. $1300, 
south shore, call or text Jack, 1-574-250-
5852

2012 Rockwood Roo by Forest River
24 foot camper. 1 large slide out. 2 
queen size beds. Shower. Bathroom,  A/C, 
TV , Microwave,stove/oven. Very clean. 
Makes for a great overflow for guests. Asking 
13,000. Please call Bob Groszek(south side) 
1-219-384-9291.

WANTED
WANTED: Used Boat Lift for 24’ 
Pontoon (minimum 26’ Canopy) for 
Northsider. Call Rob 513 319-4038

Looking for a kids bike trailer to buy, or 
rent for a few weeks. Jen Magro Algarotti 
(north shore) 624-432-1252

SERVICES
I do sewing and mending at fair prices - 
zippers, hemming, small alterations; call 
Kathy at 476-9317

If you are in need of yard work this sum-

mer (weeding, mowing, flower care, etc.), 
please contact Claire Brovold (west side) at 
1(574) 323-3683. 

FOR RENT
Interested in a unique, fun vacation? 
Check out renting the most inexpensive but 
cutest and best-located rental in The 
Villages, Florida at ourhome4rent.com/
cjp

LOST &FOUND
Red Adirondack chair found in the mid-
dle of the lake, call 708-738-3962 to claim it.
Missing after the remnants of hurricane 
Cristobal ... Kayak paddle, black shaft, 
yellowish blades, probably went westward 
from the north shore.  Contact Stewart at 
574.514.0667.

FREE
1992 Yamaha VXR 650 wave run-
ner.  New spark plugs.  Lift but no trailer.  
Lift is also free.  Asking $75.00 each for the 
spark plugs.  Package deal.  Call Stu at 
574.514.0667.  This is not a joke

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

Classified ads in the Birch 
Barker are free to BLYC mem-

bers, $5 for everyone else.  
Send your ads to me at sailor-

phil@philvitale.com

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Jon boat with lift for sale, $1500 
OBO.  North Shore, call or text Sarah 574-
274-9202.



2018/19 BLYC Officers 
Pat McGann (E), Commodore
574-532-5377 ...................pat@mcgannhay.com
Dan Waxman (E), Vice Commodore
317-506-1680 ........dwaxman@indianablood.org
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W) ......476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Bill Luecht (E), Fleet Captain ........ 476-2843

wal303@sbcglobal.net
2018 BLYC Directors 

P. Com. Angela Bergan (E) ...............561-603-5522
berganfsu@aol.com

Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Barb Cassady (East) ..........................574-303-2831 
bcassady@holycrossvillage.com

Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .......................574-261-6712 
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Bernie Garceau ......................................... 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E) ................................574-315-0217
chas.grundy@gmail.com

Deb Hall (Cove) ......................................... 476-7226
bdeh@sbcglobal.net 

Patty Luecht (E)  .......................................476-2615
pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N) .......................................... 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N) .................................... 476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com 

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Sue Williams (S) ........................................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

WATER QUALITY AND HOMEOWNERS
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and 
Homeowners Association ......................... 476-1467

pauljfallon@gmail.com

BLYC Officers and Directors

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
THE YEAR’S GOING FAST!
It’s time to pay your 2020 dues! 

Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

NEW now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues NEW

Tip No 7:  C
Be alert to crime!  Help us watch out for criminal activ-
ities.  Watch for suspicious people in areas where they 
don’t belong.  Don’t confront them, call 9-1-1 if you see 
a crime being committed, or call 445-2481 if it’s not an 

emergency.  Call the Sheriff’s Marine Patrol at 445--1225. 
This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR





We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com

Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

Motorized Solar Screens

Boat Covers and Tops

Canvas Repair

Aluminum Awnings

●

●

●
●

●


